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Rezumat 
After the 2010-2011 Canterbury earthquakes, the New Zealand Government has not required increased seismic 
resistance of general building structures throughout NZ. This paper describes a number of reasons why such an 
approach may be valid. Reasons for not increasing the required earthquake resistance of NZ buildings include: 
(i) the possibility increased economic/carbon construction costs where construction is already regarded as being 
excessively expensive, (ii) issues with new technology, (iii) the low (or negative) benefit, and the uncertainty, 
as obtained from lifecycle analyses, (iv) the ability to rebuild after an earthquake, (v) the low possibility of a 
major event during the life of a particular structure, (vi) other priorities in this area, and (vii) the lack of support 
by the people. These topics are discussed using research studies by the author, and others, in order to further 
stimulate debate and rational decision making. 
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